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"Quinn is alive because of UPMC Children's
Hospital of Pittsburgh. She wouldn't have
made it if it wasn't for them."
"Every day, we didn't think she could go one more
day," Joe and Kellie, Quinn's parents,said.
In April 2018, Quinn was flown to UPMC Children's
Hospital at only one week old after going into cardiac
arrest at a hospital close to home.Soon after arrival,
she went through a procedure to place a central line.
Quinn's heart was so weak that the heart team wasn't
sure if she would endure the procedure. Quinn's heart
made it, but she was put on ECM° later that night.
Quinn in 2020, aged 2 years old
"Quinn was listed for a heart transplant two weeks
after our arrival to UPMC Children's," Joe and Kellie
explained."And three days later, due to an emergency,she had to be taken off ECMO.
We weren't given much hope that her heart would continue to beat on its own."

With the help of respiratory support,sedation medications, and the excellent care of the
heart team,Quinn miraculously made it to transplant. On July 14,3 months after her
arrival to UPMC Children's, Joe and Kellie received a call that a heart was ready for
Quinn.
"When we got the call, we felt every emotion possible. We were overjoyed, relieved,
terrified. And we felt especially sorrowful for the donor family," Joe and Kellie
explained.
On July 15, Quinn underwent surgery for the transplant. The team prepared Joe and
Kellie for the different outcomes of the surgery, explaining that Quinn may need to
remain on bypass and her chest may be left open after the surgery.

But when Quinn came out of the operating room,her chest was closed,
and she was awake.
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"We couldn't believe the instant change in her
color and overall healthy appearance," Joe and
Kellie said."Dr. Morell, Quinn's surgeon, is
incredible. He came out to speak to us, after he
just saved our sweet girl's life, in the humblest
way possible."
After months of worry about their baby
daughter's future, Quinn's heart came right on
time. "It is remarkable that someone would
selflessly donate their child's organ to save
someone else," Joe and-Kellie reflectect.-"A- —
complete stranger gave our daughter the gift of
life, and we could never thank them enough."

Quinn's arm before and after her heart
transplant in 2018

Quinn, Kettle, and Joe were in the Cardiac
Intensive Care Unit for over 100 days - beginning with learning about Quinn's heart
defect and ending with receiving a heart transplant.

"The most incredible thing that the doctors
and nurses did is that they never gave up.
They never gave up on her,and they never
asked us to say goodbye. They did
everything they could. They made
decisions and cared for Quinn in a way that
sustained her heart," Kellie said.
Philanthropy makes an incredible difference for
families like Quinn's, not only through advancing
lifesaving care, but also through other supportive
services for families, especially for those experiencing
extended stays at Children's.
For many parents, having social workers connect
them to Ronald McDonald House helps to take one
less burden off their very full plate."We were able to
sleep at the Ronald McDonald House after very long,stressful days, knowing Quinn was
in the best hands with wonderful people," Kettle and Joe explained.

Quinn and her surgeon, Dr. Victor
Morel!, in 2018
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Inpatient families like Quinn's are also often supported through social work with donorfueled family support funds, providing financial relief for the unexpected expenses
associated with living at the hospital.
Quinn's family was also referred to the Supportive Care team,especially given Quinn's
uncertain prognosis at the beginning of her journey. The Supportive Care program,
fueled by philanthropy, helps to support parents and families who are facing the
unimaginable circumstance of potentially losing a child.
"Thank you doesn't even begin to express our gratitude," Kellie and Joe said."We are
amazed at the number of people that made Quinn a priority during the beginning of this
journey - the attending doctors and fellows, nurses,surgeons,Supportive Care
specialists, perfusionists, social workers,therapists, and so many others."
"We are so grateful for the care and love all of these people
provided, but most importantly,for saving our daughter's
life."
Today,Quinn is the happiest two-year-old who simply loves
life. Thanks to the beautiful heart that Quinn received, and
the lifechanging care at UPMC Children's, Quinn was
transformed from a newborn baby on life support to a
cheerful toddler.
"With a healthy heart,she is able to learn new things each
day. She walks now,is completely feeding tube free, and
she is absolutely exceeding all expectations!" Kellie said.

Quinn in 2020, aged 2 years old

"We can't put into words how incredibly thankful we are for this
lifechanging gift and for the professionals from Children's who saved
Quinn's life," Joe and Kellie said."People always say,'Oh,Children's is
great!' No,Children's is amazing. I don't think you realize that until
you need Children's. And then they're here."
Thanks to your generosity, children like Quinn and their families have access to the
care and support they need. Thank you for supporting UPMC Children's!
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