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Letter from the CEO

We are so thankful for your ongoing support of the Enduring Hearts mission of
creating a world where every child who needs a new heart gets one that lasts a
lifetime! While you take a look at our accomplishments throughout 2019, please
remember this: congenital heart defects are the #1 birth defect, impacting over
40,000 children yearly. Up to 25% of these children’s cases are severe and may
need a life-saving heart transplant for survival.
Today, a heart transplant is not a cure, but a bridge to survival. We know that
research can change this harsh reality. Enduring Hearts is the only organization
dedicated solely to funding innovative research aimed at giving children living
with a new heart the chance to live longer and healthier lives.
Where a few years ago, a heart transplant lasted an average of 12 years, today
that statistic has improved to 17 years – thanks to support from donors like you!
While this is worth celebrating, it is far from a full life. There’s much more work to
be done in order to stop rejection and treat the many complications that
compromise a child’s health, and weigh heavily on the minds of their families.
We are passionate and resolute in our efforts to make a heart transplant last a
lifetime because pediatric donor hearts are precious gifts. Today, sadly only 5%
of children who need a repeat transplant will receive one in time. To change this,
we need you to join us in our mission to make a heart transplant the cure.

Carolyn Salvador
Chief Executive Officer

About Us
OUR MISSION

Enduring Hearts launched in 2013 with a
mission to fund research that increases
the longevity of pediatric heart transplants,
improves the quality of life for children
living with a new heart and eliminates
pediatric heart diseases that may lead to a
transplant.

A LETTER TO HEART FAMILIES

When most people hear that your child needs a heart transplant, they say
something like “Are you OK? I can’t even imagine what you’re going through.”
And they’re right. They can’t. This is something no parent should ever have to
go through. But yet we are. We don’t have to imagine it, either. We KNOW what
you’re going through. We created Enduring Hearts in 2013 after our 3-year-old
daughter Mya received her life-saving heart transplant. Those initial days of
waiting for a donor heart that seemed like they lasted forever…the bittersweet joy
of finding a match…and the whirlwind of surgery and her
uncertain recovery…they were all some of the
most challenging moments of our lives. But we
made it through. We’re on the other side,
and Mya is thriving. Yes, there are still
challenges, but we believe that YOU
and your child can make it through
this, too. We know how much this
hurts in every fiber of your body. And
we can’t take that hurt away. But we
can be here to listen. To lean on. To
do what so many other well meaning
friends and family desperately want
to, but just can’t, because they
haven’t been in your shoes. We have.
We understand. Let us help shoulder
some of the pain, and go on this journey
with you. We are your family, too.
We’re in this together.
Patrick & Madelyn Gahan
Enduring Hearts Founders

Inspiration

As parents of a heart transplant recipient, the mission of Enduring
Hearts is very personal to us. Our son Everett was born with a severe
congenital heart defect, and from day one we knew that a transplant
would be in his future and would ultimately be his hope for a future.
Thankfully, Everett received his life-saving heart transplant at age 3,
but at that moment traded one complicated heart condition for
another. A transplant saved his life but is not yet a cure.
We support the work of Enduring Hearts because we believe this is a
problem that can be solved and that breakthroughs can happen
within our lifetimes. Our greatest desire is that a cure happens
within Everett’s lifetime! Jeremy and I—along with all of Everett’s
family, friends, and fans—thank you for supporting Enduring Hearts
by celebrating the nonprofit’s successes and the hope that it gives to
transplant families like ours, and through your generous financial gifts
which fund vital research so that our hope becomes reality.
We’ll soon celebrate Everett’s 9th birthday, and with your partnership
and generous support, we’ll be able to celebrate many more.
With heartfelt thanks,
Kelley & Jeremy Gray

Heart Warrior Highlight
MEET
BREYLEIGH
Before her birth, Breyleigh’s family
learned she had severe heart defects,
but they did not know just how severe
they were until she was born. Breyleigh
was born with four major heart defects:
HLHS with a morphological right
ventricle, LTGA, Ebstein’s Anomaly, and
aortic stenosis. Breyleigh underwent
three open-heart surgeries, but they
were simply not enough for her heart.
Breyleigh was listed for a transplant in
August 2016, but was soon taken off
because she was ultimately “too sick”.
She then had a trach placed to help
her breathe, but this ultimately made
her “too well” once she recovered. In
November 2016, Breyleigh was
relisted and six months later on May
10th, 2017, she received the gift of life!
After a long 14-month hospital stay,
she was finally able to go home one
month post-transplant.
We fund the life-changing and lifesaving research so that Breyleigh and
other kids just like her have the chance
to live longer, healthier lives after
receiving their new hearts!
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Our Impact

“After Becca’s transplant, there were A LOT of trips to and from
Atlanta for lab testing and countless follow-up visits. Having a
four-hour round trip put a lot of strain on our finances.
The Enduring Hearts Gas Card Program certainly helped us
with the cost of stressful travel to our appointments!””

- Christy, Becca’s Mother
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Transplant Coordinator Award

Congratulations to the 2019
Enduring Heart and Soul Transplant
Coordinator Award winner, Pamela Berman,
of UPMC Children’s
Hospital of Pittsburgh!

Tote Bag
Program
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Across the United States
and Canada
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Research Grants in 2019

Heart Warrior Highlight
MEET
MICAH

In December 2017, Micah was only 15
years old when he came down with what
seemed like a common cold. On January
12th, he woke up in the middle of the night
having trouble breathing. After a trip to the
pediatrician in the morning for a lingering
cough, the doctor recommended having a
chest x-ray done as a precautionary
measure. Micah and his family were
shocked when the radiologist called and
told them Micah was in heart failure and
needed to be taken immediately to Johns
Hopkins Hospital. He was then placed on
a Ventricular Assistance Device to help his
heart keep pumping blood, and to keep
him alive until a donor’s heart was
available. On April 12th, exactly three
months after waking up with trouble
breathing, Micah received the gift of life!
Unfortunately, Micah has fallen into
rejection twice since his surgery, once in
June 2018, and again in December. But he
has been resilient and is now over one year
since his last hospitalization and is a
normal 17-year-old enjoying life!
We exist to help extraordinary children, like
Micah, have the best chance at living a
beautifully ordinary childhood!
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Carolyn Salvador – Chief Executive Officer
Ankur Chatterjee – Board President
Alok Gupta – Board Vice President
Kelley Gray –Board Secretary
Patrick Gahan – Founder
Dr. Robert Boucek, M.D.- Scientific Liaison
Ruth Manlapas – Board Member
Stephen Ochs – Board Member
Kevin Goodman – Board Member
John Hawkins – Board Member
Debbie Ausburn, Esq – Board Member
Avi Yashchin – Board Member
Derek Cunningham - Board Member
Jim Marino - Board Member
Tim Fechalos - Board Member
Amy Persons - Board Member
Kelly Fechalos – Director of Business Development
Conner Greenberg – Marketing Coordinator
Raeann Tighe – Executive Administrative Assistant
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Robert Boucek, M.D.
Janet N. Scheel, M.D.
Kurt R. Schumacher, M.D.
George T. Nicholson, M.D.
Justin Godown, M.D.
Dave Mathews, PhD
Shriprasad Deshpande, M.D.
Melissa Cousino-Hood, M.D.
Michael Davis, PhD, FAHA
Brian Feingold, M.D.
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Lori West, M.D.
Stephanie Nakano, PhD
Richard Chinnock, M.D.
David Rosenthal, M.D.

Expert Review Panel
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charitable organization.
STE 230 PMB 350
3600 Dallas Highway
Marietta, GA 30064
240-EHEART-1
www.EnduringHearts.Org

EnduringHearts

EnduringHeartsOrg

