Curator, Funder & Advocate
Transplants are not a cure, but a bridge to life.
Help us make a transplant last a lifetime!

Make Each Gift of Life Have an Impact
Organ donation is truly the most selfless gift that anyone can give. Being on the
receiving end of the gift is truly life-changing for our heart families. But there is
an untold story. Sadly, over 50% of donated pediatric hearts go unused. This is
unthinkable from both the donor-side and the family waiting on the transplant
list.
There are many reasons this occurs. Currently, a donated heart is only viable for
a maximum of 6 hours outside of the body, and the current method of storage is
similar to an igloo cooler! In addition, there is significant viability in the selection
criteria used by each hospital when deciding to accept an organ. For these and
many other reasons, many usable hearts are being discarded. This has lifealtering implications for children waiting for a new heart and also those that
might be experiencing rejection and needing a second transplant!
With Enduring Hearts Research, we are hoping to change this! This fall,
Enduring Hearts in partnership with the Hoffmann Schroepfer Foundation
announces new funding to stimulate research focusing on improving donor
quality worldwide and the utilization, allocation and matching of pediatric donor
hearts in the United States. This incredible grant opportunity will be open to
researchers across North America and there will be multiple grants awarded
based on scientific merit.

Q&A with Dr. Boo
Q: What should you do if you need a second opinion about a treatment plan or
concern about your child? How should you go about it?
A: These are very important questions. I want to start off by making some points
that form the basis for my responses to the questions about second opinions.
Parents are decision-makers for children with a new heart.
The first point to open this discussion is that parents should be fully involved
with care, and care decisions, of their child who has had a heart transplant. Just
like parents should be involved in their child's education, they should be
involved in their health care decisions as well. The keyword here is that you are
a decision-maker for your child. That begins with your decision about whether to
being on the transplant pathway.
Parents are members of their child's team caring for their new heart.
The second point is that from the transplant team perspective, you are a
'member' and not an observer.
To read more responses from Dr. Boo, click here.

Each newsletter we will feature Dr. Boo's responses
to questions from our heart families.
Do you have any questions or concerns?
"ASK DR. BOO"
Dr. Robert Boucek has 40 years of experience as a
clinician & researcher with pediatric heart
transplants
Please email questions to
Info@enduringhearts.org

Enduring Hearts Has Initiated a $3 Million Collaborative
Pediatric Heart Transplant Research Project with the
American Heart Association for 2020!
Enduring Hearts created a new partnership agreement with the American Heart
Association to jointly fund $3,000,000 in pediatric heart transplant research
focused on improving the quality of life for children with a new heart and
creating discoveries that will help each child have the chance to live a normal,
long life! This is the first time the American Heart Association has committed
funding specifically to pediatric transplantation. Enduring Hearts Executive
Director Carolyn Salvador states, "We are extremely excited to see AHA match
our funding levels so that together we can make a significant impact to change
clinical practice in the near future."
The research will focus on critical areas such as improving methods for doctors
to detect transplant rejection earlier than a traditional heart biopsy, helping to
reduce post-transplant complications and illnesses, and improving the side
effects of immunosuppressants.

Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh researcher Brian
Feingold joins the Enduring Hearts Scientific Advisory
Committee

Dr. Brian D. Feingold, MD, Medical Director of the
Pediatric Heart Failure and Transplantation
Programs at UPMC Children's Hospital of
Pittsburgh

Dr. Brian Feingold received his medical degree from the University of Pittsburgh
and completed a pediatrics residency at the University of Massachusetts before
returning to Pittsburgh to complete a fellowship in pediatric cardiology and
advanced training in pediatric heart failure and transplantation. He also holds a
master's degree in clinical research from the University of Pittsburgh, where he
is currently an Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Clinical and Translational
Science. His research interests are in pediatric heart failure and pediatric
transplantation.

Q&A with Dr. Feingold
Q: What made you become a pediatric cardiologist?
A: Because of my childhood experiences with hospitalization for asthma, I knew
from a young age that I wanted to become a physician, likely a pediatrician.
When I was in medical school, I became fascinated with cardiovascular
physiology and later with the nuances of this in pediatric cardiology. No two
patients are alike and the combination of high acuity care and working with
children, the varied anatomy and physiology meant this was the field for me!
Q: On a personal note, what was your favorite kid's movie growing up or favorite
TV show?
A: I loved War Games and Back to the Future. On TV, it was Knight Rider, Ateam, and Star Trek: The Next Generation!
To learn more about Dr. Feingold, click here.

Share Your Story!

We would love to hear from you! We would love to feature your child in our
donor newsletters if you would like to share your story. If you are interested,
please submit no more than two pages telling us about your child's journey. Be
sure to include your child's name, age, hometown, transplant status, and a few
pictures if you would like! We would love to hear your story and be able to share
it with our supporters.
Send your stories to heartfamily@enduringhearts.org.

Five Easy Ways to Support Enduring Hearts
Your ongoing support is vital to making a heart transplant last a lifetime! Please
click here and learn more about how you can support the Enduring Hearts
mission.
BE A HERO THIS SUMMER AND DONATE TOWARDS THE
CHALLENGE FUND!
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